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Arlington Board 
David Mathers, Director 
dmathers@stmaryfred.org 
540-373-6491 x 217 
 
Richard Gibala, Diocesan  Music 

Coordinator 
rickgibala@comcast.net 
703-524-2815 
 
Susan Trainor, Secretary 
sbstrainor@cox.net 
703-860-1236 
 
Bob Malinowski, Treasurer 
bob.malinowski@verizon.net 
703-569-4092 
 
Trudy Maher, Membership 
trudychoirdir@aol.com 
703-435-7544 
 
 Bill Atwood, At Large 
watwood@allsaintsva.org 
703.393.2146 
 
Ann Carney, At Large 
anncarney@aol.com 
703-941-3814 
 
 CJ Capen, At Large 
cjcapen@saintjn.org 
703‑390‑2352  
 
 Eugene Harper, At Large 
eugene.harper@cox.net 
703‑862‑7822  
 
 Maureen McClure, At Large 
stpatrickmusic@aol.com 
540‑786‑5393 
 
 Tom Opfer, At Large 
tomopfer@aol.com 
703‑869‑9130  

 

DC Board 
Charlene Dorrian, Director 
mcdorrian@yahoo.com 
301-384-5796 
 
MaryLu Hartsell, Planning 
mlh827@comcast.net 
301-330-7565 
 
Ronald Stolk, Planning 
rstolk@saintpatrickdc.org 
202-347-2713 
 
Jeannette Oliver, 
Secretary/Treasurer 
jlo@umd.edu 
301-405-5565 
 
Tom Stehle, Koinonia 
tvs@tidalwave.net 
301-365 8311 
 
Asst. Directors/Recruitment: 
Henry Bauer, Montgomery Co. 
Hbauermus@aol.com 
301‑530‑1550 
 
Carol Connolly, Southern  MD 
juluka@verizon.net 
301-994-3959 
 
Joan Laskey, Pr. Georges Co. 
joanlaskey@verizon.net 
301-474-3921 

 
Michael White, E-Newsletter 
whitem@sjeparish.org 
301-681-7663 
 
Susan DeCamp, At-Large 
smdecamp@yahoo.com 
301-622-1122 
 
Monique Walton, At Large 
mawsings@aol.com 
301-437-3024 
 
Mary Beaudoin, Past Director 
m.beaudoin3@verizon.net 
301-762-2143 

When people witness deeds like these – 
mercy winning victories 
and justice welcomed 
in the public places – 

then the earth itself will be an orchestra 
and all creatures a choir, 

and we shall sing together a song 
that announces you, 

God of poor shepherds and stargazers. 
Rehearse us now in that Christmas song: 

Like those shepherds may we know 
where to look, 

like the magi may we know 
when to listen to the powerful 
and when to mere dreams. 

Come, Lord, and lift us up in song. 
 

Reprinted from At Home with the Word 1995. Prayers of the Season by Gabe Huck 
© 1994 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications. 1-800-933-1800. www.LTP.org 

All rights reserved. Used with permission. 

MARKING YOUR NEW 2010 CALENDARS … 
 

• January 23 - Cantor Workshops at St. Jane de Chantal Church in Bethesda, 
MD 

• January 30 - Neighborhood Meeting on Breton Bay in Southern Maryland 
• February 6 - DC Chapter’s Annual Retreat – Franciscan Monastery in 

Washington 
• February 16 - Shrove Tuesday Lunch in Arlington 
• April 23 - Concert with Marilyn & James Biery (sponsored by AGO)     

April 24 - Workshops by the Bierys. Both Biery events at the Cathedral of St. 
Thomas More in Arlington 

• May 1 - Children’s Choir Event with Pueri Cantores at Cathedral of St. 
Thomas More 

 
Detai l s of  each  event wi l l  be in the monthly news let t er  and avai labl e on DC’s 

webs i te :  www.npmdc.org 



 

 
D I R E C TO R ’ S  CORNER  f r o m  DC  

Singing the Songs of  Christmas 
 
 We’ve heard the joke about the person who 
complains that we always sing the same old songs at 
church – Silent Night and Jesus Christ Is Risen Today. 
We chuckle and shrug; there’s no way to satisfy the   
occasional church-goer.   
 
 There might be another way to look at this. How 
are we serving the regulars and the occasionals during 
Christmastide? No matter how often we reflect on the 
fact that Easter celebrates the big event in salvation   
history, Christmas tugs at the heartstrings, Christmas is 
the big season in the world of sacred music. 
 
 Our choirs and ensembles work for months on 
new pieces or new ways to sing old favorites, and our       
assemblies are grateful for the effort. But are we        
devoting enough time to finding ways to enrich         
assembly singing at this time of year? We can’t abandon 
the classics (is it Christmas without Silent Night and O 
Come All Ye Faithful?), but can we take a fresh         

approach to the seasonal gems? GIA has published 
Daniel Kantor’s Night of Silence to be sung with Silent 
Night; OCP has published Scott Soper’s Child of the 
Poor to be sung with What Child Is This.  Assemblies 
can be included in both of them. If we can find ways to 
enhance the golden oldies, isn’t it worth the effort? 
  
Then there’s the question of introducing new music for 
the season, pieces that go further into the mystery of the 
Incarnation than the "newborn in the manger" texts. 
These are especially welcome as our season goes into  
January – long after the secular world has abandoned 
Christmas. Our hymnals have some pieces that can be 
good additions to the parish repertoire. If you’re doing 
something creative at your church this year, please let us 
know so that we may share your genius.  
 

Merry Christmas! 
 

Charlene Dorrian 
NPM/DC Chapter Director 
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D.M.M.D 
 The Director of Music Ministries Division (DMMD) includes professional pastoral musicians who hold or 
share the primary responsibility for music in a variety of settings - parish, diocesan, and other church institutions. 
Local members of DMMD meet to have lunch and discuss issues related to our profession. 
 The November 10 meeting of the DMMD was held at Christ the Redeemer Church in Sterling, VA.         
It included a tour of the church plant and an explanation of the ways the space has evolved and the variety of ways  
its worship spaces are used. After a tasty lunch, the discussion focused on the effect diverse cultures have on 
parish worship. When asked if changing demographics had any noticeable effect on weekend liturgies, the 
pastor, Fr. C. Donald Howard, S.A., explained:  

 “We have two Eucharist's celebrated in Spanish each weekend. The parish is enriched by their style 
at worship and their coming together. There is a genuine sense of community, the kind we search for in the 
English speaking community. Our Latino brothers and sisters genuinely enjoy getting together before Mass 
with greetings, hugs, and animation freely shared. The Coro at each of the Masses brings a spontaneity and 
excitement in their performing.   
 “At the conclusion of Mass, the Commons are filled with chatting family and friends, often from 
their own home towns in their countries of origin. Time is of no concern in their gatherings. There is a au-
thentic and spontaneous enjoyment in conversation, chatting, and just being together. There is no hurry to 
leave.  
 “In their celebration of sacraments the family is essential.  The communion of the domestic church 
(the home) and the larger Church is a prerequisite for their celebration.  The coming together of believers 
whether from home or in the parish community allows for a lively encounter with the Lord. Celebration is 
fed by their sense of fiesta.” 

If you are a person responsible for directing the music in a parish either full-time or part-time, you are welcome to 
join us for DMMD lunch. Occasionally, speakers are brought in to talk to us about pertinent issues, e.g. new litur-
gical translations. To receive information about luncheon meetings, email Henry Bauer at Hbauermus@aol.com. 
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… sponsored by the Archdiocese of Washington, was 
held on November 11 at the Cardinal McCarrick Center 
in Wheaton, MD. Approximately 185 people attended, 
hailing from several of the Spanish language parochial 
choirs and charismatic prayer group singers in the    
Archdiocese. 
  The presenter was Luis Alfredo Diaz, an      
Uruguayan Catholic composer currently living in Spain. 
Most of his music is for acoustical guitar. He is one of 
the composers featured in Flor y Canto (Spanish       
language hymnal), has about 30 CDs of original hymns, 
is the founder of De la Raiz Productions (Catholic    
music), and is also the founder of MultiFestival David – 
an international Evangelization through the Arts Festival 
now in its 20th year. 

 Topics covered during the two hour              
presentation included: 
→ The difference between sacred music and profane 

music 
→ The difference between free lyrics and liturgical 

TextsTypes of hymns/ types of rhythms appropriate 
for each moment of the Mass 

→ The inculturation of liturgical music 
→ The appropriateness of various instruments for   

liturgy  
→ The liceity of using Protestant music in the liturgy 
→ Technical points such as pros and cons of different 

types of microphones 

NPM PROGRAM RECAP 
A Spanish Workshop  

ST. CECILIA SING  

 The walls of the Cathedral of St. Matthew      
resounded with the music at DC’s celebration on       
November 20!  
 The Cathedral’s Schola Cantorum and a            
St. Cecilia Consort (students/alumni of the Benjamin T. 
Rome School of Music at CUA and members of the 
Schola Cantorum of St. Francis of Assisi, Derwood, MD) 
sang in     different sections of the worship space to take 
full advantage of the Cathedral’s acoustics.  
 Tom Stehle, Music Director, planned the event 
to be without the structure of a liturgy. He noted in the 
program: “Tonight we want to     explore how the music 
itself can be a window to the divine and a prayer on its 
own ...”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Selections included: 
… Drop, Drop Slow Tears (Orlando Gibbons) 
… Let All the World in Every Corner Sing         

(Ralph Vaughan Williams) 
… When in Our Music God is Glorified           

(Fred Pratt Green) 
… So Farh Ich Hin zu Jesu Christ (Heinrich Schátz) 
… Ave Maria (David Conte) 
… Veni Creator Spiritus                                 

(Giovanni Pierlouigi da Palestrina) 
… Ne Irascaris (William Byrd) 
… E’en So, Lord Jesus, Quickly Come (Paul Manz) 
[Attendees who brought this piece with them joined the 
choirs. Henry Bauer directed.] 
… Steal Away (Spiritual, arr. John Bell) 
… Hymn to St. Cecilia (Richard Proulx) 
… Precious Lord (Thomas Dorsey, arr. Arnold Sevier) 
… Restless is the Heart (Bernadette Farrell) 
… Esti Dal (Zoltán Kodály)  
 Suzanne Bechamps, Cathedral Assistant         
Organist, opened the program with Aria (Paul Manz). 
Later Cathedral Organist Paul Hardy performed          
Carillon– Sortie (Henri Mulet). 
 A Wine & Cheese Reception was held in the 
Great Room of the Cathedral. During the reception, 
Mary Beaudoin, Past Director of the DC Chapter, was 
honored for her outstanding service to the chapter. 
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Sunday, December 6, 7:30 p.m.  
Service of Lessons and Carols  at The Cathedral of 
Saint Thomas More 3901 Cathedral Lane, Arlington, 
Virginia With Cathedral, Youth, and Handbell choirs, 
The Bishop of Arlington, clergy, and lay readers. 
 
Saturday, December 12, 7:30 p.m.  
A Christmas Concert of seasonal favorites, including 
carols for all, will feature Blessed Sacrament's Adult 
Choir, Folk Group, and the Bells of Blessed Sacrament. 
A reception featuring homemade Christmas cookies will 
follow.   Blessed Sacrament Catholic Community,   
1427 W. Braddock Rd., Alexandria VA 
703 998-6100 ext. 13. 

Sunday, December 13, 7 p.m. 
The choir and orchestra of St Peter’s Church on Capitol 
Hill, Kevin O’Brien, conductor, presents selections 
from the complete Messiah of G.F. Handel. Free    
admission. Donations taken for local charity. 313 2nd St 
SE, Capitol South Metro, limited street parking. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
Events in your neighborhood... 

PLEASE TAKE NOTE… 

1. Your Input Is Needed National Pastoral Musicians 
exists to serve us – the pastoral musicians on whom 
sung worship depends.  It serves best when the  
needs and interests of its members are known and 
addressed. So – what’s on your mind? How can 
your local chapter better serve you? Any of the 
Board Members listed on page two will be glad to 
receive an e-mail with your comments and           
suggestions. 

2. Newsletter deadline: 15th of the month Send items 
to mcdorrian@yahoo.com. 

3. Check us out … http://www.npmdc.org  
4. NPM 2010 Convention will be held in Detroit, on 

July 12-16.  The theme: Hope and Harmony.  It’s 
not too soon to start planning and saving.  You’ll be 
glad you did. 

5. Something to look forward to in the next newsletter 
… A report on Arlington’s Festival of Praise from 
November 20 at the Cathedral of St. Thomas More. 

SERVING THE HOMEBOUND 

Music for the Mass for Shut-Ins 
 

 Hats off to the musicians who generously     
provide music for the Mass for Shut-Ins, celebrated in 
the Crypt Church of the Basilica of the Shrine of the 
Immaculate Conception in Washington, DC, and  
broadcast by WDCW each Sunday at 8:30 a.m.: 
 
• Queen of Apostles Parish Choir, Alexandria VA 
• Cathedral of St Thomas More, Arlington VA 

GOING GREEN! 
Paperless newsletters 

 
 In order to reduce costs and go GREEN, NPM/DC 
will email our newsletters.  If you wish to receive a hard 
copy of the newsletter or do not have an email address, 
please contact us.  Thank you! 
 



 

 

NPM/DC — 14727 WEXHALL TERRACE — BURTONSVILLE, MD 20866 
http://www.npmdc.org 

Mission Statement: The National Association of  Pastoral Musicians (NPM) 
 fosters the art of  musical liturgy.  The members of  NPM serve the Catholic 

Church in the United States as musicians, clergy, liturgists,  
and other leaders of  prayer. 


